
Finding out the true state of the environment and the world’s resources isn’t easy.  Information abounds, but it is often difficult to know whether you are reading objective data or unverified facts that are being used to promote a particular agenda or argument. We are also easily persuaded by what we want to hear (perhaps you feel that too much is made of environmental problems or perhaps that they’re not taken seriously enough). Look at these statements. Which do you think are accurate?

1 There is enough food in the world to feed everyone.

2 We are the last generation that will harvest wild fish from the seas.

3 A cow in Europe receives twice as much income as a lot of people living in Africa.

4 Only a very small percentage of the world’s CO2 is produced by human activity.

5 The Amazon Rainforest is the world’s lung, producing nearly half its oxygen.

6 Deforestation is taking place at a rate of an area equivalent to three football fields every 
   hour.
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Reading text    Unit 5: Fact or hearsay?
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