Eight decades after her first invention – a hobby horse made out of old car tyres – 91-year-old Barbara Beskind landed her dream job as an inventor at top design firm IDEO in Silicon Valley. Her appointment, the result of a speculative application, was something of a triumph in an industry characterized by the youthfulness of its staff. Earlier in life, Beskind had been advised against pursuing a career in engineering as not being ‘a suitable path’ for a woman and instead followed a career as an occupational therapist. 

Now, every Thursday, she takes the bus from her retirement home to IDEO’s offices where she sits on a couch developing her designs. Using first-hand experience, she specializes in designing practical aids for the elderly, like the modified ski poles that she herself uses to help her walk. She has also developed a new kind of magnifying device to help those with poor eyesight to read. Asked what she brings to IDEO’s party, Beskind said, ‘I think the beauty of being 91 is that …’
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