
Any forward-looking business or government will put plans in place for all possible scenarios: best-case, worst-case, probable case. Scenario planning doesn’t mean predicting

the future – it just means being prepared. Unfortunately, many of us as individuals think we’re immune to bad things happening. Bad things can happen to anyone, but they happen a lot less if you take proper precautions. 

This applies in particular to travellers, because there are an awful lot of things that can go wrong when you are outside your familiar environment. Worst-case scenarios include things like having an accident in your hire car, leaving all your valuables in a taxi, being stranded by a natural disaster, or realizing you aren’t covered by your insurance following an accident. The following tips are from people – travel agents, guidebook writers and embassy officials – who routinely deal with these situations and help people to avoid them.
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