Much loved by bean counters for their efficient use of space, the idea of open-plan offices was originally conceived in Germany in the 1950s as a way to facilitate communication

and the flow of ideas. They are still very common today, but contrary to popular belief, it seems their benefit to worker interaction and productivity is largely symbolic. Recent

studies have found that open-plan spaces on the whole have detrimental effects on workers’ well-being and productivity, causing problems of low attention span, low creativity and

low motivation, not to mention high levels of stress. 

But topping these psychological factors is a far more serious physical problem. No, not just the increased risk of the spread of germs from the shared air people breathe, but the issue of noise. As we all know from experience, high noise levels do not help clear thinking.
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