Minecraft review 8 January

I'm assuming most
readars have heard

of Minecratt, bacalse
there's alraady a huga
buzz about it So my airm
hers is to exqlain brisfy
howy it weorks and why 2o
iy paopla are ' urging
us to gat inmclved.

At itz miost basic level, Mnecraft is about building things
with cubes; it's a kind of computenized Lego. Butit'z dzoa
garne about survival, discovary, creatiity and commmunity.
Tha starting placs for your building adventures is a desartad
placs with a beach, a few rocks and some trees, But vary
500N youl realize that you are not alone, At night, monsters
can appaar from dark caves and it's up 1o you to build
structures in the day to protect yoursslf from them. As yvou
become more adapt at building, your workd opens out,
Zanoouraging you to experimeant and become master of
your environmernit, VWhere initially you wers * discouraged
from entering a cave for fear of encountering a monster,
WOU CEN MW LS your ingenuity to explors and keap the
mionsters at bay.

Minecraft alzo has a multi-player capability, 20 that playars
can collazorate on bulding designs and #offer to help aach
cthar if they ot stuck. Actudly, if vou'ra someons whio
neta easily fightensad, I'd fadvise you to use this facility:
the Minecraft word can be a lenely and slightly esnie placs
Tha graphics, incidentally, are quits basic and retro, It i the
formula of the game itself - surdve, collect, creats — that
makes it 2o addictive to children and adults alike.

Tha makera of Minecraft zhould b= congratulated on
producing a truly fascinating game. They should aso be

T praised for the opan manner in which they devalopad it,
finviting usarz to collaborata in its craation. | # recommmencd
trying it out, but just make sure you have built your first bt
before aunzat!




