Average number of books read (per child) a year
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Tha two graphes ilustrate the aversge rumber of
books and worde reed each year by school chidren
from grede 1 (age 5] to areds 12 {age 17) in the USA
Tha first graph shows the number of books read by
all students, while the second graph, which describes
thia number of wordz reed, makes a comparison
bebwesn male end femalke studentz.

\Whet we cbeane overallis that the number of books
rzad declines steadiy from 55 booka & year in 2nd
arede to around ten a year in Bth geds, whie the
averege number of worda reed rises from eround
70,000 & year n 2rd greda to around 400,000 n

Bih greds. Thess two trends are not surprizing, as,
compéered fothe ehorter picture booke read by
youngar chidran, older pupis tend to read longer fes.
What is pahaps more sigrificant is thet the number
of words reed reaches a peak gt Bth greds and then
{ella away shamply to only 300,000 & year by 12th
grada. It i3 also werth noting that, relative 1o girls,
b’ reeding wolume is conzistently lower from Sth
grade onwards, with the biggest diffsrence (about
11080, 000 s fewer] bsing recorded &t Bth grade.
The reazona for this e not dear, but such & large
diecrepancy cught to be of concem to educataors.



