

M: Ms Pooley, welcome back. As you know, this is the third stage of the interview process, and now we have only three candidates.

F: I know. I feel honoured! 

M: So, now is the time to delve deeper … in this interview I’m aiming to find out how committed you are to the ideas of green building and how well you would fit into our business. Let’s start there – why are you so interested in joining a firm of green architects?
F: Well, my first instinct is to say that I believe profoundly in green architecture being the way forward at the expense of all other architecture, but I’ll stop there. Obviously, I believe in it, but I don’t buy into the idea that one single idea can save the planet. If I’m totally honest, then my interest in green architecture lies more in the challenges it brings and addressing those. The idea of discovering new ways of building a more sustainable environment really excites me.

M: What do you believe is the most difficult challenge facing sustainable building?

F: Let me think for a moment … to my mind it’s probably the high initial outlay of sustainable building. Obviously, the majority of inexpensive building materials are those which are less adaptable to the environment, such as concrete, but we have to attempt to move away from those as they can be such eyesores, not to mention the damage they can do, for example, concreting or tarmacking areas of land for car parks and the like, adding to potential flooding by reducing the possibility of water being absorbed into the land. I think most people appreciate the reasons for moving away from the type of building practice that has been employed over the last decades, centuries even in the west, and for moving towards a fusion of the natural and the built environment.

M: But do people appreciate the reasons enough to accept higher-cost housing?

F: That I’m not sure of. Clearly, one has to start by engaging the more affluent parts of society. If, by building sustainable housing and work spaces for the richer end of society, we can start to create a reliable income stream, that opens up possibilities for subsidising the less well-off end of the housing market.
M: Yes, I can go along with that. Do you think that people are ready to embrace change though, that there isn’t a deeply held resistance to change in society?
F: Actually, I believe that’s a common misconception. When it comes to accepting new, greener technology, look at cars. No one would have predicted the take-up of hybrid and electric cars in this country. OK, it took a while, but once people had decided that reducing the number of petrol-and diesel-powered vehicles on the road would be beneficial on a number of levels, the sales of these cars began to grow steadily.

M: Yes, perhaps an example of public confidence pushing the infrastructure, forcing more electric points for recharging to be supplied. OK, I take your point there, but we’re talking about a different scale of cost when it comes to accepting green building. Can you see any ways around that?

F: Yes, something I’d be interested in pursuing further is the possibility of adapting existing buildings to make them greener. We’ve had government initiatives to reduce energy costs by installing more effective insulation and solar panels, but there are greener ways of making a building warmer and helping it to blend in with the environment.

M: I can well believe that, in particular when it comes to developing countries, but do you have any examples of how we can apply those principles to highly developed countries such as our own?

F: Well, yes. We can look at relatively simple solutions, such as planting vines along the outside walls of buildings, which helps to retain heat, can provide shade and clearly harmonizes with the natural environment.

M: That’s true and a very interesting point. There are, of course, issues there in terms of the roots of the plants possibly undermining the structure of the building, and certain plants can of course start to work their way through into the fabric of the walls.

F: Yes, and it’s exactly that kind of problem I’m intrigued by, and would really welcome the

opportunity to investigate within the framework of a company such as yours.

M: Mmm. On that note, I think it’s time for you to meet some of my colleagues and look at some of the projects we’re currently working on. I think you might be

pleasantly surprised by the directions we’re going in …
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