

Hi, I’m Brad Marques and I’m from DTV Media, where we make videos of all types. Have you ever watched viral videos on YouTube or other sites and wondered just how you could upload something that will go viral? Well, here are a few ideas for you to think about and to help you make your first video that is viewed by millions. 

One of the things that will always attract people to videos is humour; we all want to watch something that will make us laugh. So, filming a practical joke or silly prank on a friend is a good start. Or you could do something really simple like glueing a coin to the ground and filming people trying to pick it up. A couple of things here to remember, though – don’t attempt anything that could harm other people, and whoever you video, you’ll need to get their permission for you to make the video public. You can’t just film people and put the results up on the web. 

Of course, the less language you have in your video, the better. Your potential audience is at its greatest when there’s no language barrier to negotiate. 

A very popular type of video, which combines humour with cuteness – and that always goes down well – is the funny animal or funny baby video. Or even better, funny animal babies! Kittens playing and tumbling all over the place will get an audience, as will puppies. Remember with human babies that once they start talking, you’re bringing language into it, and while young kids can say the funniest things, they may not always be easy to understand, so people who don’t speak your language might switch off. 

If you’re stuck for original ideas, why not improve an idea already out there? Take a video meme but change it slightly. So, you have a cute cat or dog at a piano keyboard, ‘playing’ the piano; you get your cute cat or dog at the keyboard, but you add some words to the video in a funny voice. You need to do this while the original is still trending and has an audience – there’s no point in embellishing a video that’s on the wane. 

Do you have a talent that you can show off? I don’t mean a wonderful voice or cool dance moves, but something really bizarre. Can you wiggle your ears, for example? Or lick your nose with your tongue? Doing something like that to music could be a winner. Other possibilities might be showing off how fast you can do a physical puzzle, something like a handheld pinball game. 

Now for a couple of more serious suggestions. One particular theme in videos, and one that often does really well, is the how-to video, that is, the instructional video, showing others how to do something. This could be something as intricate as guitar-making, or as simple as making your favourite sandwich – as long as it’s good and different. Making interesting shapes from paper is another possibility. If you do a how-to video, there are two golden rules – keep it simple and keep it clear. Remember that you know what you’re doing, but your audience almost certainly doesn’t. 
Finally, if you do have a real talent, use it. For example, if you sing really well, if you play an instrument, if you’re a great dancer, use your talent – get a film of you doing your thing. One of the main attractions after humour is talent – seeing someone do something really well. In fact, the majority of videos that go viral involve music, so that indicates how appealing it is. Of course, if your video is really good and it goes viral, it may also attract the attention of music agents and you could be on your way to a recording contract. Don’t bank on that happening though. 
There are two points which you must bear in mind when you’re making your videos: first, use the best equipment you can so that it looks professional. There’s little point in producing a really funny video or impressive music video if the sound quality is bad. The other point is not to let your own enthusiasm run away with you – keep the video short, and don’t overestimate the attention span of your audience. People watching videos on the Internet want short bursts of entertainment; for longer stretches they’ll turn to film or TV. 
Well, I hope that’s been useful. Go sock it to ’em, and good luck! 
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