

Carly: 
Today, Phil, I’d like you to think about – and talk about – the future. But allow your thoughts to go wherever you like. I’d like you to explore your ambitions and dreams for the future. So, to begin with, let’s forget about the present and focus on generating ideas. So, try to put all your current concerns to one side and don’t think too much about what is possible or not possible. We’ll just get some ideas out there. I’d just like to hear a bit about what excites you and the type of things you might envisage doing in the future. OK?

Phil: 
OK, sure. Er … I’ve always enjoyed music – you know I like listening to it, but I also play the guitar – a bit. And I’ve always fancied the idea of taking some lessons.

Carly: 
OK, good. What sort of music can you see yourself playing?

Phil: 
Well, err … I could see myself playing in an orchestra. I’ve never actually played with other musicians but I think it’s something I’d enjoy.

Carly: 
Forget about whether or not you’d be good at it. Let’s just focus on the idea of making the music.

Phil: 

OK.

Carly: 
So, if money were no object, do you think you might like to start having proper lessons?

Phil: 
Well, yes in a way. But to be honest I’m too old now. And talent comes into it, doesn’t it?

Carly: 
Remember – we’re not really thinking about what seems feasible or sensible at this stage. But, OK. Let’s put the music to one side. Is there anything else you’re good at or would like to do?

Phil: 
One other thing: well, I could see myself managing groups of people. I used to do quite a lot of voluntary work in school and at university I ran summer camps with kids. I was pretty good at it. But I’ve never had any formal training – I just kind of picked it up as I went along. So it would be interesting to run something for a living. Maybe my own business even.

Carly: 
Yes, I can see the appeal of that. Is there an area of business you think you’d be especially interested in?
Phil: 
Good question, and I’m not sure of the answer. I’ve read interviews with famous entrepreneurs and they always seemed to have a vision or some kind of dream they wanted to follow.

Carly: 
So, I wonder if there’s any way we can connect the music and management? Maybe learning about the music business and working in that field as a manager?

Phil: 

I’d never thought about it, but why not? Yes, I like that idea.
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